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THE LITTLE CRITIC
Edited by Lin Yutang

The .S‘J'mayhai Evening Post reported “an exclusive
interview” with Mei Lan-fang, on the afternoon of his

armal frum Amenl..a, ||'| \'.hll.h the triumphant female

art of a very high order. I am quite conscious that Mr.
Mei has captivated the hearts of thousands of Chinese
theater-goers, and that there is a powerful party of Mei
adherents in China. But that does not alter my persenal
reaction. Ask the Mei partisans wherein Mr. Mei's art
consists, and how their hearts have been captivated. I
am afraid it will reduce itself to something downright
ridiculous. A sloping shoulder—an amorous glance—a

and not dramatic

L il

In short, Mr.

Mei’s art is the art
art. I‘or this reason,

Met's art is not art of a very high urder

— =~ T cEMYT) P

BEAEZEEIT T AMEEDIEE (T EFT:HBERI19304F)

Yutang, Lin. "The Little Critic." The China Critic, vol. 3, no. 31,
1930, p. 732. China and the Modern World,
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/NEYYCT889839806/CFER?u=asi
ademoé&sid=CFER&xid=81cc8e97.
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rhetoric, and it would be infnitely more hnmm's aml lovable

of him to say frankly “the chief purpose” of his Ameri-
can tour was not very much different from the chief
purpose of any one of us going abroad, namely, that
of seeing the western world. It is the same “purpose”
that has been hankering in the breast of our young ex-
emperor, for instance, who has never yet pathered guite
sufficient ¢courage to carry it out. Mr. Me has, and all
praise to him for his courageous venture.

With all apologies to the “Mei fans,” I must say
that all this “apostle-of-Chinese-culture” talk is * mere
bunkum. So far as China has a culture, it isn't in the
dramas, but to this, we shall come presently. So far as
his actual conquest, and getting Americans interested in
things Chinese is concerned, ma-jong and chop-suey have
done the same, and it would be dangerous to bring in
the word “culture” every time some Chinese low, ma-
terialistic clap-trap succeeds in making a “conquest.” I

of the courtesan v

=M TIEZELDTHS,

ptivation as
ment of his
'jl-!' as a
: attacks of
jort of fake
2 his rather
d win such
- with many
fe no desire,

I say that Mr.
And so we

le courtesan

r. N ; 3 i analyzed—|
what about the nnn-persnna! element wherein he represents.
a long tradition of Chinese dramatic technique? It isn't
this technique that has conquered the American audience.
It isn’t his portrayal of character, in the sense that we
use this phrase in talking of western or modern actors,
that has captivated the American spectators. They were
never moved: they have, as they say, inspite of the
language difficulty, “succeeded fairly in following the
story.”  ‘T'hat is the sum of American appreciation of Mr,
Mei's Chinese drama, as drama. Invariably, Mr. Mei
scored on his personal elements—his gestures, glances,
white hands and finger poses. As for his dramatic
technique and character porfrayal, it is not worth a hen,
as Chaucer would say. When Ch'n Pa Wang (King off
Ch'u) was singing bood-bye to his favorite concubine (Mr]
Mei); Mr. Mei merely knitted his brow, heaved a conven-
tional sigh, gave a few anemic squeaks, and pretended to
wipe his eyes with his long, silken sleeve without evem
the cleeve ever cominge into contact with hie eves  That!
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"Preventlve Work in the Formosa Channel"
a letter from A. L. Newman in Amoy to L. K.
Little in Shanghai. (May 19477?)

Preventive Service: Development of, General
Considerations re, etc. 1931-1938. MS Parts Four and Five:
The Policing of Trade Classmark: 679 (1); Call number:
27761. Images 45 and 267. The Second Historical Archives
of China. China and the Modern World,
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/YXJYWY282847237/CFER?u

=asiademo&sid=CFER&xid=d9daa692.

EMPOWER CHANGE

’J' e T ’1 j"ajwy
: e -.-:"_7/71\,} i/
. ' :

A. DEA-GOING LREVENTIVE LAUNGH.
1=25 FT MOTOE CUT e wimm A 8 FeoTitc Fion
- = i FI
o Ts J."_Cu;_..rurrr‘ EFRNOLR -l"l" W
ﬁ ;
! 8 Qe e P
¢ 0 meeloa
i uelo"pge
i zz'o" Asan

EANGE SO0 MILES
AL \-.59!' O B0 TEWS BUNRE RS

e L Scair ase e g fL

il

/-rc'”-"-'n-'
g [
R |

sotion, I tierefore oontaoted O.P,S,Eal Oheng whieh was in
Keolung and Captain Tang left for Chungwu, He was teo late
to oaSoh the smuggling leunch there but ploked up a pm;y d’

Pustbans APPlaces o had sawtk sceclecd e decesbhacd Lo



REERAREV)—X F 28 : hEHFREAXESR1854-1949%F
China and the Modern World: Records of the Maritime Customs Service of China 1854-1949

BEEZE R (Archives Unbound)

hEEEE R 1869-19134%
China Maritime Customs Service: The Customs' Gazette, 1869-1913
> [EXR: LBXESE
> RF¥v=_UU: BEARKY
> FR1E:36,600R—LLE
> 1)IJ)—ZXB:2015%38

hEBEREHRME
Chinese Maritime Customs Service Publications
> [BEK:E_FELIERAE 2% GALE PRIMARY SOURCES
> REFY=UY BRI (REH M. 2002) &Y
> 3BHE.1000005—J Ll E (EF) ARCHIVES
> Yy—RB:2020&128 (F5E) UNBOUND

EMPOWER RESEARCH N




’, _ | | L /PS/20/D194
| —— - ; . ,Ps/20/D8

POLITICAL & SECRET
DEPARTMENT

PEGERARE ) —X FE3FB: hES K VDTSR ELS R - EIL T EXE1869-19504
Diplomacy and Political Secrets 1860—-1950

- - a " . ! .
—— i "y — o
- e X N
II'S. E 3




imparisl Gassmess Atdsa of ndia. Flaue 200,

b aid k-]

L F
— T = T 1
ST _J POLITICAL DIVISIONS

RKEBALFE
(19094F)

ALFEmEnie MOTE
B s doin gopin §

B T Goepesamer o sres (LT 8

|
Hpaey Sraful asp Taesipasi TEALOW

Basmiry deimn Tl

L2




PEGEHEAES)—X EIE : ES K DEHIEREES >V F - EJLTHXE1869-19504F
China and the Modern World: Diplomacy and Political Secrets 1860-1950

EIE
AVRBF DR RGEXENRLTNSI L., LWHVRSBUARIELY

LN RZMEICDOVDTRWNERDAE =N TWN=CETHD, LS
AFDLTERER., 19HILICHITEHH5EBELTOREFEOEE
[CEWTHRIDEEERE =00 TH S 1 FEFDI B EE
LT=A3>T. £ DEEIT HERICERPLTIV =,

A-x>oJy— 99
Embree, Ainslie T. "British Crown
Raj." Encyclopedia of India, edited by Stanley

Wolpert, vol. 1, Charles Scribner's Sons, 2006, pp.
168-175. Gale eBooks
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Kuomintang: Organisations in India and Burma. e : .
16 Feb 1927-2 Sep 1927. MS Political and Secret Persuade Sao Hpom Lu to cause a rebellion at Kengtung. Hew
Department Records: Series 11: Departmental AR _ .
Papers: Political and Secret Annual Files (1912-1930) ~ Seng promised Sao Hpom Lu that, if necessary, he (Mew Seng)
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Commercial Treaty With China. Jan 1943-Oct 1947.
MS Burma Office Records: Series 4: Burma Office
Annual Department Files (1940s): Economic
Department IOR/M/4/311. British Library. China and
the Modern World,
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/IOFDHF181929613/CFE
R?u=asiademo&sid=CFER&xid=7b9f2bee.
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EBRERMICMu Tsai (K F) BEEEFEILESE
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A signed memorial to the Colonial Office on
urging the Hong Kong colonial government
to abolish the Mui Tsai system.

CO 129/532/5. Mui Tsai system: resolutions and
correspondence with private individuals (Nov 18,
1931).
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We are gravely concerned at the atate of affairs existing in our AL ij‘v‘\’-k“,,.d- g
5 At wtinl

Golonv of Honz Kong with regard to the sale and purchaae of girls A 1l feet 1
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ana the Mui Tsai svatem.

¥hile appreciating the mction of Lord Passfield im ordering the
abolition of the syatem and for detaniling machimery for dealing
with exiating Mui Tsal,we are most disturbed at the way these orders
have been interpreted by the Hong Kong Oovsrnment.

For example,we understand that although the Home Government
ordered inspection of mui tsai,cnly one inspector 1s about to be
appointed and we submit that thie ie obviously insufficient to
deal with even the admitted offiecial numbsr of 4,000,

Neither do we underatana why nearly two vears have been allowed to
e¢lapae in appointinz this inspector.

Azain,we understand that the buying and selling of girls for
so=palled "adoption™ continues manad sush zirlas havé not ‘even heen
registered, and that there is mot even a proposed sgheme for their
inspection.

Parlimmentary reports and presa comments show clearly that public

cpinion in this country will insist on the whole question being

dealt with on & fuller and more oomprehensive acale than has vet L g “E‘WM'“‘ Wosl ?”*‘“El'h* 'E‘.-‘:l
A UL -
been attempted. Fie G dkes g 42 . .
2 { ' |’ 3 5 --..:": F“_i+llpl irr.q
We therefore send this letter in support of further action whioh At asts | -
may be thouzht desirable to complete the entire emancipation @m %j:u} M
[in fagt a8 well es in law ) of all the girles who have been {
RIS ﬁfqnﬂ!‘%«f’mn"fﬁw grf.m F,g,..,-?

purchesed in the Colony and to urge that durinz thia emansipation r a..,rhm M
(UO.(-Bnd e Prlfomn 7 Probem i"f*“i 5
4 !

provision for full protection,snd where negessary shelter and

aocommodstion be provided for them.
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