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TITLE: Simplify Reading for All Students
 
DESCRIPTION: 
School librarians discuss evidence-based practices, supports, and strategies to ensure all students get the reading support they urgently need. In this lively conversation we will explore the importance of accessibility from content and format perspectives, talk through how vital reading is to academic recovery, and share insights from students of various reading abilities.    
 
DATE: Wednesday, January 11
TIME: 4 PM CT/ 5 PM ET / 2 PM PT 
 
 
PRESENTERS:
Donna Gray, Library Coordinator, New York City School Library System
Tasha Squires, Teacher Librarian, O’Neill Middle School in Downers Grove, IL
 
MODERATOR:
Sabine McAlpine, director, Thorndike Press
 
FORMAT:  Panel Discussion via Zoom; all speakers on camera; will have some slides for introduction, but for the most part it will be conversational dialog with polling. ��HASHTAG: #largeprint
 
POLLING QUESTIONS: tbd; will provide in early January. 
 
FORMAT: 
Welcome; Tech run through; Introduce speakers then turn it over to Sabine
Joshua
5 min 
Conversation led by Sabine �start will poll; X questions throughout 
Sabine
Donna Tasha
40 min 
Audience Q&A �who does what? Joshua to Sabine?
All 
15 min
 
/DRAFT QUESTIONS:
 
Start by polling audience with general question around reading support
 
How do you support young readers in your schools? What suggestions would you share? (cover introduction to large print )
 
How do you see format as a part of your curation and recommendation process?  (cue up a slide) 
 
I thought we could speak to the format itself a little more, what are common misconceptions that people have about youth large print and how would you suggest we combat them? (size, appearance difference, stigma, that it is only for visually impaired- possibly talk about how youth large print is helpful to all students along with those that are struggling in reluctant… )  - (this is for both, Kim you can start with Donna) 
 
How do current events and issues facing today’s youth and librarians affect your collection development process and recommendations?  (book challenges, how has it been this school year, what was it like for the public library as patron foot traffic increases, have you seen any changes in your community demographic, pandemic slide and how are educators and librarians trying to address) 
 
For librarians that are feeling pressed for time, how do you suggest promoting youth large print? (MyLibraryNYC – automatically placing LP in collection, displays, book talks, newsletters).  
 
I’ve heard from librarians that they don’t know how to get the books in the hands of who truly “need them.”   What are your thoughts on that?  (speak to it’s a format for all, books in childrens hands = win, accessibility access (lack of access to internet and vision care for example) 
 
Is their anything that you can suggest or you’ve done to bring awareness to your school? What about suggestions for Public Librarians as they look to engage youth within their community?  
 
 
 



SPEAKERS 

Donna Gray
Library Coordinator, New York City School Library System

Tasha Squires
Teacher Librarian, O'Neill Middle School, Downers Grove, IL

Moderated by: 
Sabine McAlpine
National Sales Director, Thorndike Press
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PRESENTER BIOS: 
 
Donna Gray is a Library Coordinator for the New York City School Library System. She has over twenty years of experience in K-12 education, library services, and higher education. Donna has previously worked at the New York Public Library as a Senior Young Adult Librarian, at Teacher’s College, and the New York City Department of Education. Donna is currently the chair of the Black Caucus of the American Library Association & School Library Journal’s Children & Young Adult Literary Awards, an executive committee member of Project Cicero, and an adjunct instructor at St. John Fisher Univerisity. She received her Master’s in Library Science with a School Library Media concentration at Queens College, CUNY, and a Master’s in Educational Leadership from Bankstreet College. Donna has worked in K-12, public, and reference library settings. She is interested in developing strategies and programs that help students become engaged, informed, active citizens and learners in their communities and beyond.
 
Tasha Squires
�2015 Follett Challenge winner, Tasha Squires started her career as a Young Adult Librarian in a large public library district serving a diverse Southwestern suburb of Chicago, Illinois, where she spent many hours book talking in and working with the middle and high schools in the area.  Later, she made the move to school libraries and is currently the Teacher Librarian at O’Neill Middle School in Downers Grove, IL where she spends her days engaging students and teachers in the process of furthering their 21st-century skills and developing a love for reading. She is the author of Library Partnerships: Making Connections Between School and Public Libraries published by Information Today, INC. She is the creator and main contributor of the blog and podcast Books In the Middle. 

 
Sabine McAlpine�Sabine McAlpine is a National Sales Director, who partners with librarians and teachers to inspire students to become stronger readers while building their confidence and finding joy in reading. Before starting at Thorndike Press 20 years ago, Sabine volunteered at public libraries, running story time, reading with children of all ages, and putting the FUN in reading. A reluctant reader herself, her compassion and drive to reach children where they are continued as she was accepted as a reading coach, volunteering weekly at local schools, supporting and helping to create a culture and love of reading. Currently, Sabine travels the U.S., meeting individually with educators at conferences and workshops, speaking about the importance of choice with striving readers and sharing research that offering an abundance of formats expands their ability to find what fits and what works for them.
 




THORNDIKE PRESS
YOUTH LARGE PRINT:
• Produced with same cover art

• “Large Print” not on outside 

• Similar in size/weight

• 100% guarantee on binding

FONT COMPARISON 
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You can see that our large print books are similar in size to standard print editions. 
All Thorndike Press middle grade and YA titles are produced with the same artwork as the original editions. 
The words “large print” do not appear on the outside, reducing any stigma. 
While large print and standard print books look the same from the outside, you’ll see a big difference on the inside. 

Can you see what makes our books different?
Thorndike Press large print books feature a 16-pt. serif font for optimum letter recognition
They include wider margins and increased space between lines to reduce tracking errors
They have fewer lines/words per page, which can be is less daunting to students learning to read or who struggle with reading. 
Our books are also printed on a high-opacity, cream-colored paper to:
Minimize bleed-through
Reduce glare
Increase contrast 

Plus, all of our hardcovers are library bound and have 100 percent guarantee on binding and we offer free library processing.
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From Project Tomorrow literacy study; see full report at https://www.gale.com/thorndike/ylp-research 



TEACHERS IN A NATIONWIDE STUDY OBSERVED THE FOLLOWING STUDENT OUTCOMES:
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5 Tips to Launch Your Collection

from
Tasha Squires, School Librarian,
O’Neill Middle School, Downers Grove, IL



THANK YOU!

For titles, research, and more, visit
gale.com/thorndike/ylp
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https://www.gale.com/thorndike/ylp
Titles by age, collections, more: https://www.gale.com/thorndike/ylp/titles
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